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ORDINANCE NO. ____________

AN ORDINANCE repealing Section 9.20.090 of the Lincoln Municipal Code relating to

disturbing the peace by focused picketing at religious premises.

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:

Section 1.  That Section  9.20.090 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is hereby

repealed in its entirety.

9.20.090            Disturbing the Peace by Focused Picketing at Religious Premises.

(a)         Definitions.  As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings here set

forth:

(1)         The term "religious premises" shall mean "the property on which is situated any

synagogue, mosque, temple, shrine, church or other structure regularly used for the exercise of religious beliefs,

whether or not those religious beliefs include recognition of a God or other supreme being";

(2)         The term "scheduled religious activity" shall mean "an assembly of five or more

persons for religious worship, wedding, funeral, memorial service, other sacramental ceremony, religious

schooling or religious pageant at a religious organization's premises, when the time, duration and place of the

assembly is made known to the public, either by a notice published at least once within 30 days but not less

than 3 days before the day of the scheduled activity in a legal newspaper of general circulation in the city or in

the alternative by posting the information in a reasonably conspicuous manner on the exterior premises for at

least 3 days prior to and on the day of the scheduled activity."

(3)         The term "focused picketing" shall mean "the act of one or more persons stationing

herself, himself or themselves outside religious premises on the exterior grounds, or on the sidewalks, streets

or other part of the right of way in the immediate vicinity of religious premises, or moving in a repeated manner

past or around religious premises, while displaying a banner, placard, sign or other demonstrative material as

a part of their expressive conduct."
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(b)         It shall be deemed an unlawful disturbance of the peace for any person intentionally or

knowingly to engage in focused picketing of a scheduled religious activity at any time within the period from one-

half hour before to one-half hour after the scheduled activity, at any place (1) on the religious organization's

exterior premises, including its parking lots; or (2) on the portion of the right of way including any sidewalk on

the same side of the street and adjoining the boundary of the religious premises, including its parking lots; or

(3) on the portion of the right of way adjoining the boundary of the religious premises which is a street or

roadway including any median within such street or roadway; or (4) on any public property within 50 feet of a

property boundary line of the religious premises, if an entrance to the religious organization's building or an

entrance to its parking lot is located on the side of the property bounded by that property line.  Notwithstanding

the foregoing description of areas where focused picketing is restricted, it is hereby provided that no restriction

in this ordinance shall be deemed to apply to focused picketing on the right of way beyond the curb line

completely across the street from any such religious premises.

Section 2.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and

publication according to law.
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